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Kamahamsho the Groot rtes specil trlbute on His specil de
handsomest men, loveliest blossoms, swoetest m

Paradise

HAWAII'S FAVORITE MAGAZINE

KING KAMEHAMEHA'S

Red Vest

by Jean Charlot

s, draftsman of the von Kotzebue ex
November 24, 1816. Of the three sketches T
10 have been made on that day, most famous i that of
the monarch in 4 bright red
Landing just at Clawn, Choris and his companions
were received on shore by the king, imposingly dressed
native fashion, in red malo and wide black tapa cloak.

K G KanmAseza was puinted from life by Lotis
«

y, June. 11th, when fve Isends parade their mest beautful maidens
ing. ling

Princess” i n trediionl pu'a riding dras; mtive iend colers
Photos by Lu Diomond, courtesy of Kamehameha Sck




Later that same morning, potzat probably n mind the
Kiog changed to European clothing
T sy e secing this

moaséeh display himsel n the costumo of « sailor. He
wore blue trouse coat, a clean white shirt
and a necktie of
& niive Fing: vt 1o by poanatt i Hh
descript attire of a sailor, makes good reading. It con-
oot o Galtue iy
s whatoves seraps of discardod

foreign attire had faller

45 amusing picturs, but deceptive. At the time Kame-
hameha posed for Choris, he had been wearing European
clothing when and as he saw fit — for more than twenty
years! Thus, the celebrated sailor’s costume could not
have been, as, on the surface it appeared to be, an
awkward f

FesTups vho s axile o Ecpopean dloting Huweifs
great king possessed was a printed lincn gown. Originally
a gift from Captain Cook to Kalaniopuu, it fell to Kame-
hameha among the “spoils of war” in the 1750,

n 1793, Vancouver presented Kamehameha with at
Jeast thre clonks, Most splendid of the three (doubtes
i boneocied fon 16 bartering v savage
faled remarkably in the dmu.,m good tastc
xpected of an English tailor pre
Seriial s & socrlor micek tha tecched tioi B veck
to the ground, adorned with tinsel lace, trimmed with
various coloured gartering tape, with blue ribbons tied
0 it down the front.

On receipt of this dubious gift, the owner of the
most splendid feather cloaks in all creation behaved as
he knew was expected. “The looking glasses being placed
opposite each other displayed at once the whole of
royal person; this filled him with rapture and so delighted
him that the (ship's) cabin could scarcely contain him.
His extasy produced capering.

In 1786, the king boarded Broughton's ship dressed
in European clothes — not, however, the gaudy cloak
from Vancouver but his own magnificent yellow one.

In 1812, England’s Prince Regent sent, together with
more practical gifts of hardware, “a tri-corner hat adorne
with plumes, a full-dress niform of red cloth, embroid.
ered with gold.” Though years in transit, this gift reached
Kamehameha in 1816 — ample time to pormit wearing it
at the time of his meeting with the Choris party, had
he wished.

In 1819, Golovnin saw the king dressed in the uniform
of an English naval captain: dark blue coat with yellow
lapile, 1 s peobabls Kanaitanscha hdl oo e oo
tume since the earlier period when British influence was
ascendant.

Thus his dealings with the English substantially
increased Kamehameha's wardrobe — and his. dealings
with the Alaska-Russian American Company proved
equally fruitful. In 1809, he appeared aboard Hagen-
smasier’s dip “demsed & ¢ Euro a blue coat and
gray pantaloons . . . A handsome, scarlet cloak, edged
and omamented with ermine, was presented to him as
a gift from the Governor of the Aleutian Islands.”

Fut the tine vas Jog past when such a loa, sspe
cially for bartering purposes coud nterst
Kachamaba, C1n|pbcll an cyew fter
trying it on, T e e
s T o i

10

In 1816, Doctor Scheffer, acting for Baranov, clothed
Kamehameha in the uniform of a Russian naval officer:
green with gold collar and gold frogs. Attached
argo silver medal of the order of Sant Viadimi—-a
a shrewd suggestion that uniform, medal and all, “be
ccasions of public gathering, and e
Russian ships.”

n November, 1816, the visit of von Kotz
doubtless such an occasion of public gath it
ignorance o carcless whim that prompted e

to wear, instead, indifferent attire?

There is faint puzlement in what the Russian =
tain wrote of the episode, recalling this day after Ka
hameha bad died, Thaesumca kel for
his usual attire, M(m'nn]\ a shirt, trousers and a red waist:

oat, without a coat. He possessed, however, many richly
emhm.h red \mlﬁmn\ but kept them for grand
From the 18705, the king had boen coute, favned
over and, at times, deceived by wers who coveted
i Tands, Ho quickly saw that scarlet cloaks and pretty




uni reen, blue or red . .. were more than the

- g

mere hmhle, they appeared to be. Had not the red
uniform be ed by haole magic to the cession of
Hawaii t nd? Had not the green uniform implied

similar \ur%cndcr. this time to_ the crown?
Kemhmshs s sdom cautions ofsuch symbollam, Past
experience with it doubtless influenced his choice of cos-
tume for receiving the von, Kotacbue mission. less
perceptive, he would certainly have selected the Russian
Uniform with ts splendid silver medal.

He received the group in native dress—red m:
and black tapa cloak — thus emphasizing ) polmml
ndependence! After preliminary talks and pe sur-
ances, ho changed to L \lolhm[’—nnl Pyt
wniform, relic of the disteteiul Schelfes episode —

1 Englsh atire which might have held, for e

ssive overtones — but to a sailor’s vest,
ing in its simplicity
"The following year, in September, 1817, von Kotzebue
stopped once more for Hawaii and paid
what was to be his last visit to the agin This
Kamehameha had been tuna_ fishing n_aligh
from his canoe, received the Russian i e

wasdrobe was now fetched, which consisted of a shirt,
4 pair of old v nall-clothes, a red waistcoat, and
& Bk nckeioth, and without any ceremany, he dressed
himself in my presence,” wrote von Kot

By that time the Russian voyager w il kncws tht here
was no savage king aping maniners n itor-mis ash
but a truly great m:

As a key to the ccentric sartorial habits, von

Kotzebue quoted the monarch’s own words to his trusted

advisor, Elliot de Castro:

“The uniforms which King George wears shine very
much, but can be of no service to me because Tameamea
outshines everything?
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